 Minutes of the 23rd Scientific Schedule Coordinators (SSCs) Meeting
December 20, 2008
The 22nd meeting of the SSCs, chaired by John Davis, chaired by John Davis, was held at 7:00 AM (JST) on December 18, 2008. 

1.0 Current Status
The three instruments were all operating nominally. In responding to a question Harra reported that the EIS focus tests had been completed and the team had concluded not to change the current focus position. DeLuca reported that following a detailed analysis the allowed temperature on the critical thermistor on the mirror support was increased from 47 to 49C. The measured temperatures were still rising slowly but at a lower rate than last year. This was not fully understood and more data at the next eclipse season will probably be needed to fully understand the problem.  However the temperature rise did not threaten operations. 

Tarbell reported that they continued to receive requests from scientists to use their apartments when visiting ISAS and they were accommodating the majority of these requests as they were not overbooked. He wanted to alert the other teams to this opportunity, for instance if they were sending over a Chief Observer they should check with Tarbell, or Berger, to see if they could be accommodated as the apartments were both conveniently located and quite comfortable. 
The next subject was planning for the Holiday season. Doschek reported that EIS would like to follow the same patch of the Sun from limb to limb to make slot raster movies with the objective of improving the statistics of explosive events first seen by the HRTS rocket and together with magnetograms determine whether they were actually  reconnection events as had been proposed. Doschek was asked whether he really wanted limb to limb, which would take 14 days or whether he could settle for something less e.g. ± 35° and how many hours per day would the observation require? DeLuca also questioned how quickly he would use up his data allocation. Would he expect a similar commitment from XRT or could they provide limited coverage and then re-point to a different location for some period of time? Doschek that he envisaged EIS running flat out taking slot image every 28s in groups of three and then repeating them until their data allocation was used. A fairly long discussion followed to define the program objectives more precisely in the context of a general agreement that this was worthwhile program. Tarbell discussed SOT options and asked whether it was feasible to run all day. Neither Doschek nor Culhane had the answer. During a pause Davis asked whether the other instruments had thought about their options. DeLuca responded that they were thinking of a quiet sun study with 512 x 512 images through two filters with a five minute cadence. It wasn’t necessary to point at disk center although pointing at the limb was certainly not optimum. The question then arose as to the response if an active region appeared. DeLuca thought that we should follow the active region. Tarbell agreed but in the absence of an active region he liked the idea of following the same piece of the sun for six days. A question arose as to which six days we were discussing and the answer was December 30 to January 4. After some further discussion the modified Doschek plan was approved by the three instruments. It would select a patch of the Sun, set by the SOT field of view, in the eastern hemisphere that would be followed for a period of at least six days starting on December 30 and crossing the central meridian half way through the observation.  
2.0 Discussion of HOPs 

The first HOP discussed was from Shimizu and Grigis to study “Nano-flaring Activities in the Quiet Sun”. The primary observations consisted of SOT CaII H high cadence (chromospheric signature) and magnetic field measurements over a relatively small field of view. XRT and EIS would provide target identification, context and diagnostic observations. Although the EIS and XRT programs were nearly identical to the “Holiday” program, the SOT program has a much higher cadence. Therefore it made sense to run this as a separate program during the period (January 16-22) when Shimizu is the Chief Planner. The program was approved assigned HOP 97 by Watanabe.
Culhane then introduced three propositions from the SUMER team. First the SUMER team, after considerable internal discussions, would like to run their campaign from the 15th to the 29th of April. This includes the earliest date for the SUMI launch (April 16). Apart from this objective the emphasis would be on quiet sun targets. In addition EIS is suggesting including a joint south polar coronal hole observation. In the event that there is an increase in activity several active region studies will be available. Berger requested that within the quiet sun programs consideration be given for running JOP 214/HOP73 (Quiescent Prominence Structure and Dynamics). The last time this was run there were problems with the Carbon III line saturating. The only concern of the SUMER team is that we have an agreement on the dates. Since there were no objections the interval from April 15 to 29 will be assigned to the SUMER collaboration. No additional HOPs were assigned at this meeting. Culhane closed this part of the discussion by saying that he expects this to be a very broad campaign.
Culhane then discussed the investigation “Driving Mechanism(s) of Small Scale Transient Brightenings in the Solar Atmosphere” that had been submitted by Subramanian previously and was assigned HOP 94. The investigators would like to run this study in January but because the PI was getting married during this period Marie Madjarska would take over. After discussion HOP 94 was assigned two days, January 10 and 13.
Culhane’s final request was for “Long Duration Sit and Stare Coronal Hole Observations” from Bemporand that is a search for MHD waves in conjunction with SOHO UVCS. Previous observations had reached down to 1.7 solar radii and the present study is designed to go lower. The proposal was for a 30 hour limb observation that Culhane thought was fairly challenging. It is primarily an EIS observation with a limited number of XRT context images. He thought that their studies could be ready by February. DeLuca raised the concern of whether Hinode could point continuously at the limb for 30 hours. Culhane accepted the action to discuss this question with Shimizu and determine a) whether the spacecraft could point at the limb for 30 hours and if not how long could it point at the limb. Watanabe had temporarily assigned this as HOP 98. It was agreed that this should remain on the list for the time being but without an assigned date and time. Watanabe said that he had assigned Kelly Korreck’s proposal as HOP 96. Since the observations required an active region it would be classified as both a Target of Opportunity and a core team HOP. Kelley described her proposal “Characterizing Coronal Outflows in and Around Active Regions” and said that it was submitted as a HOP since it required a reduced data rate for SOT that would be used by XRT and EIS. The program would run for six hours per day for six days while an active region was tracked from the meridian to the limb. Tarbell was unfamiliar with this request and asked what the data rate assignments were. Kelly replied that the XRT: EIS: SOT allocations were 35:35:30 i.e. that the total daily telemetry allocation would be used in six hours and would be divided between the instruments in this manner. Tarbell replied that he would have to study the request before commenting. Berger noted that there was a problem combining Ca and SP observations because of focus differences and the result would likely be out of focus SP data. This request was held open to give Tarbell time to review it so as to understand the effect of the reduced data rate on SOT operations.
Watanabe brought up the repetitive HOPs 79 and 81. Tarbell said that typically these occurred at the end of the month, which is open. Davis then suggested that Berger who is still in charge of the high level calendar should be given an opportunity to update his schedule with the new and previously approved HOPs and circulate it to all the interested parties.
Tarbell noted that he had received a request from Bernard Fleck for simultaneously SOT observations with SOHO MDI. Although it was requested as an SOT core program because of the requirement for simultaneous observations with MDI, it should probably be a HOP. These observations needed to occur at the beginning of the month. Berger was instructed to include these observations on the schedule.
As there were no further issues the date for the next meeting of the SSCs was scheduled for Thursday January 22nd in Japan and Wednesday January 21st at various times in Europe and the US.


        





John Davis, January 16, 2008 
Attendees: Watanabe, Shibasaki, Sekii, Davis, Harra, Culhane, Golub, Tarbell, Berger, Doschek, Korreck and others. 
